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Numbers of Livestock in the State for the year ended March 1958 and the two 
previous years compared with the years ended March 1944 and 1946, being years 
immediately before and at the end of the two year drought period, are shown in the 
following table:- 
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Continuing the upward trend of recent years the number of sheep at 
31.3258 totalled 15,236,545 which is 252,697 or 1.68% in excess of 


the previous record in 1957. 


The small increase this year compared 


with an increase of 1,400,000 the previous year is accounted for by 
increases of over 900,000 in slaughterings and 100,000 in mortality. 


Numbers as at 31st March are as follows3:- 
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BREEDS OF 
SHEEP 


Merino 
Corriedale 
Polwarth 
Dorset Horn 
Romney Marsh 
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Particulars of the breeds of sheep as at 31st March 1958 compared with 
1957 (in parentheses) are:- 
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LAMBING The number of ewes mated in 1957 was 6,567,967 an increase of 6.93% 
over the previous record of 6,142,419 in 1956 while the number of 
lambs marked, B05 65 150. was also a record, exceeding the 1956 figure 
of 4,909,922 by 2.98%. 

The lambing percentage of 76.98% was slightly lower than the record of 
79.93% established in 1957. 

Details of lambing during the past three years compared with lambing 
during 1943 and see are as follows: 

“Particulars Unit : 1943. 1945 | 4955 8 ‘ 1o5y 
Wares Weted 1000 | WeGlae| 68610, Sood. | 2.4 | 6,568.01 
| Lambs Marked HOOT 2582250 ACORG 44890 | Res 9 | Ds0584 1.) 
Lambing Percentage fh Y 1053 48.41 on ae 196 Oo a iesoe 


‘In 1958, it was intended to mate 4,696,725 ewes to Merino, Corriedale or Polwarth 
rams and 1,628,354 to rams of other breeds, 


WOOL CLIP Lower wool prices and a decreased wool production, estimated at 183,500,000 
lbs. caused the total value of wool produced to fall by 28% of the 
previous year's value of £57,300,000 to approximately £42,000,000. 

The last three seasons are compared with 4950/51 (the season of boom 
Pete): in the Ee tables 
lace | Unit “1950-51 ' 4955-56 ! 1956- aT 1957 8 | 
| Sheep and ieee shorn “1000 10, 736 | 44,484 | 155747 © “47; 085 
| Total Clip, Crutchings, etc, 1000 lb. (iO 5S pO). Won eie | 168,464 
| Average per fleece (1b. 10.65 40.92 | Viste ? 9.86 
| Total Wool Production (a) 1000 1b, 125,384 | 173,697 , 188,808 183,500 (ew 
| Value of Production ' £000 | 66,247 | 39,911 | 57,289 |» 42,000 (bh) | 
| Average price (greasy), | | 
Adelaide d. agg) a | oe eS Pe 82 oa 


can Mijeiides Pouimongoned Siecle aaa Sorina on ateine aaa oes ee 
(b) Preliminary. 


CATTLE The total cattle numbered 597,241, being a decrease of 24,336 or 3.92% 
on the record of 621,577 established in 1957. 
The fall in cattle numbers was due to a decrease of 20,000 in imports 
from other States combined with an increase of 29,000 in slaughterings 
and a small increase in mortality. The slaughtering of cows increased 
by 16,000 and calves by 14,500 with a decrease of 1,500 bullocks. 
Details as at 31st March are given below:= 
Classification 1944 1946 | 1956 DeeN 1958 | 
——  —i—i‘(i‘( «C;‘;C;.C#OOO to00 | ~—« 000 coos 7 1000 | 
| | 
DATRY CATTLE | | 
Cows - In Milk eel a Tene: i 102.5 | 104.0 98.6 | 
Springing Heifers | BOO | 2506 | 2962 a ek 27-2 | 
Total | shew ene) WW Snt | 195.0 194.5 191.2 
Other Heifers 18.1 16.9 | 18.61 16.9 18.65 | 
Bulls | 14 sleet A 8.8 8.8 | 8.6 | 
Calves | 40,0. Chiron eee Has 1 AOR 
Total eel). 231.3 264 265.5 258.8 | 
BEEF CATTLE | | 
Cows and Heifers (GS 70.5 | 144.4 IAT AS, 169.6 
Bulls io | eat ba Bil 6.8 | 
1) 8 reo Sea) TO Oven 86.6 
42.6 5 (cr eel 194 
a ee ee ee 
Bite 4 eed Rn ee ree 


DATRY 
PRODUCTION 


Production 


Butter 
Cheese 
Bacon and Ham 


Grand Total Milk 


Production 1000 gall. ; 78, 150.0 | 79,350.0 90.300.0: 89,900.0: 80,000.0 

PIGS The number of pigs varies from year to year but has been lower in 
recent years than 10-20 years ago, the maximum being 190,068 in 1940. 
Numbers during the last three years are compared with 1944 and 1946 
in the following table, 

Numbers - as at 31st March 

Classification | Unit | 1944 | 1946 | 1956 1957 | 1958 

Boars Pm VOOON i 9 Sey? oe: ey 04 2.6 

Breeding Sows ; 1000 21a 15.6) 4 3050. | 1A ce a) 16.0 

All Other ' £000 | 160.4 101.6 | 60.2 1520. 4 89.7 

Total 1000) 9) 486,09 42000) | 12.9" | Qeaee |) e0e.3 

HORSES While the horse numbers have decreased from 200,900 in 1936 to 
35,700 in 1958, the tractor numbers have increased from 4,600 to 
26,000 in 1957. The record number of horses was 283,641 in 1913, 
The following table giving totals for 1936 compared with numbers of 
horses for the years ending 31st March 1944, 1946 and the last two 
years, shows the trend in recent years. 

Classification | Unit Peiose 9 19440 |) 1946 | 1957 | 1958 
Foals Wircog. 4. 4755 | ee 2.2 | a | 2.0 
Draught Horses 1000 | 183.4 ) 105-4 | 78.0 | 8 6.6 
Other Horses | 1000 1) Asse Obeo 30.4 Caio 

Total | to00 0, 200.9 | 154-1 | 116.0 | 1.0 iaeet 


The following table, with provisional figures for 1957-58 shows 
production figures for the last three years compared with those of 


1943-44 and 1945-46. 


Milk production is: the lowest since 1946, The record production of 
milk was 93,950,000 gallons in 1947. 


Cheese and Bacon production show slight annual decreases over the 
last 4 years, while butter production fell considerably to the 
lowest level since 1930-31, 
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1000 1b, | 19,803.7 | 18,541.2  19,541.3} 19,260.3; 16,100.0 


pCOO Nb 4 “A95726.0 | 22,478.59 | 28,297.41 —26,786,9 | 23,500.0 
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1000 Ib. = 10,315.6 | 11,734.8 , 7,676.5! 7,294.8, 6,850.0 
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SLAUGHTERINGS The numbers of livestock slaughtered during the years ended 30th June 
1956 to 1958 and the years ended December 1943 and 1945 are compared 
below. 1958 figures are preliminary. 


Classification Unit 1943 1945 | 1955-56 | 1956-57 1957-58 
\Sheep , 1000 WylO5e5: | Waa. | 1,254.22 1525402 | | 15 842,9 
Lambs , '000 Pepotaees | O8Ge |) 15 103.40, 1yCeo. acces 
‘Cattle & Calves ; '000 ACoeO) a 147.5 Coen. * CIPO) 280.9 | 
Pigs 1000 192.3) | 206.3 | (eee) 12350 7 168.6 | 


MORTALITY LOSS The reported losses of livestock from drought and all other causes 
during the years ended 31st March 1955 to 1958 are compared with the 
year ending 31st March 1946 in the following table:- 


Year ending 31st March 


Classification | Unit 1946 ‘' 1955 | 1956 | 1957 | 1958 
‘Sheep ~ 1000 1,167.0 | 436.4 | AdT.0 AT5.9 ! 584.8 
Lambs ' 1000 i —lssce HO a. ti6e 0 129.2 | {48,8 
Cattle ; '000 Bers 17.0 | 18,0 19.7 Cel 
Horses 1000 14.2 3e1 Ze 109 WaT 
‘Pigs ; TOOO ao 6.3 05 Coe y SS) 
LIVESTOCK The numbers of livestock in divisions at the 31st March, the increases 


IN DIVISIONS and the percentage increases for the State are shown for the years 
1957 and 1958 in the table below. 


Details for Year ending 31st Mareh 


| | SHEEP CATTLE HORSES | PIGS 


| Division | repeat mr | | 
| 1988 noe ee 1258 ODT aie DU toy. eee 1954 
 t900~=S,s—=(ié‘SC;«SO0—C“$s:«PtOK.-—«s«dftog00—«$1000—s = = t000-«§_— 1000 
|Central Wee, 4 | 3,20e4 | 16a | 70ee | 984 1 14.0 | ted | ae 
Lower North Pe OoTeo) es heaaG)| 82537) Shee | 380 | Aa 2345) 4 0a) 
Upper North eC Pig eaie ys oe Seengt | 208 BO 1 BaD 3x8 
South Hastern | 3,967-5 | 3533609 | 17TeT | 17103 | 5e1 BRL Cte) Gal 
‘Western 2345. 2,346.9 | 1549 16.1 | 3.4 eee OeL aap 
Peep tietics | 1,303.6 | 1538006 | 27-3) 2965 | BaP | 206 | 320d | 1002 
| Total Counties 4,162.5 13,78661 | 43794 447.2 § 2605 | 3000 | 108.3 92-2 
| Outside iS ee an Ri i | 
| Counties Mc pee tote 5988 ised ee 1 igh fee ee 
| Total State 45,236.5 14,983.68 | 59Tee 621.6 | 35-7 Br ee mle ed a 
Imerease over : | ae | 
| previous year | Obeat 1,398.9 jm 24-4 Seb i= Sek 1 Beh. | 16 o44 : Wo 3 


Percentage NS 
| Inorease ; 1.69% 10.30% — 3.93% 981% | 13.13% -7.69% 17.46%, 26.41% 


GOYDER 'S The table below shows the number of sheep, cattle and horses within 
LINE and beyond Goyder's Line in 1927 (just prior to the 1927-29 drought ), 


1952 and 1958. The numbers of sheep and cattle outside Goyder's 
Line in 1952 were only slightly different from the 1927 figures, but 
have risen steadily in the past six years. Within Goyder's Line the 
numbers rose generally to 1952 and sharply since then, so that the 
percentage within Goyder's Line has increased substantially. This 
has been largely due to the increase in top-dressed pastures. 


Numbers of horses throughout South Australia have been falling 
steadily since 1936, but the decline has been more rapid within 
Goyder's Line (only 60% of horses now being within this line compared 
with 72% in 1936). 


Details of livestock for the years 1927, 1952 and 1958 are as follows:- 


Live= | Within Goyder's Line | _ Beyond Goyder's Line | 


_ Within Goyd Me in. s Line | _ Percentage within - 
eereeeet | be 1958 ey | 1952 195e | o27 Wiooe aes 
| "000; '000 | 000 | 000} 000; 000 | 4 | & | — 
| | | | | | | : | | 
Sheep os ese (el ett 16.7 SO Gil, \esslOlat | S196 > eOu (ee9 Dien OnoOm 
Cattle , 160.5; 288.3; 406-0 , 456,28! 149.2! 191.3 | 50.75) 65.90, 67.98 | 
Horses § 159.0, ARS 21.4: GAG: 18.7 | Aas Wp Os OSs Owain 
AREAS UNDER The following table shows inc~:ases in the numbers of sheep and 
DEVELOPMENT cattle between March 1951 and March 1958, in counties where 


development has been most rapid and where the greatest increases 
in top-dressed pastures have occurred. 


| | “Sheep | See 
eee |) tT veSion | 1959 | 1958 | Increase; 1951 | 1958 | Increase | 
OE Sc ce ie ae ‘No | No | 4 | 
| | | | | 
Cardwell | South East | 53.7 | 229.1! 327 | 697, 4,190, 504 
Carnarven | Central | Ace 324525 At we Behe co OL Te! 192 
Buckingham | South East | 254.6! 563.5) TA Sat 190) a7 OO 215 
Robe } My uN 524.4) 1,118.4, H3 | 155 (66 | 40,609 ' 158 | 
MacDonnell | M W 306.3 | 62562) 1OA= Os tee alOycooy eee 
Grey Ie, at " lol iene: 403 , 66,133| 104,292: 58 
Russell | Murray Mallee | 12350) 28052: 86 | 4,078) 145349 30 | 
Flinders | Western | 316.4, 481.6: 52} 25716 4,704. (ee 
Balance - ys (sae NOR Bea 32 | 3245589 | 395 5488 | Ze | 
TOTAL STATE =——««104 166.5 15,236.55, 5O | 432,566: 597,241, 38 


A.W. BOWDEN, 


Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 
& Government Statist. 


Bureau of Census & Statistics, 
68 Grenfell Street, 
ADELAIDE, 


